i*.,:        I'KOM   DKTKY   LAKE   TO  MECCA

possible in Tilw.'t, since Lhasa had been captured by
Sir Fran< is Ymm&husbuwl For themselves the ultimate
goal of their <U'Mivs s**emcd to be the Royal Geographical
Society, before whom tlw couple planned to lecture
once London Town saw them again,

Stwkin looked us dry, glary and old as ever I saw it,
Along n land-spit its alleys rambled, and beyond the
coast still appeared the perplexingly beautiful mirages,
lakes, fountains, minarets and other non-existent en-
chantments. I took my friends ashore and introduced
them to the. Egyptian, who well recalled Mahmoud
Mobarek Churchward, lie agreed to act as their guide
on a fairly lengthy trip in return for good payment; thus
everybody felt happy.

Upon the fort-shore I discovered that the old rusty
machines once used to condense fresh water for the
troops had not yet been removed. They and the house
of the British Consul seemed the only sights in all the
wretched town. King George's representative, poor man,
showed delight about the arrival of some temporary
companions. Wo sat on his verandah sipping iced drinks,
and for many hours gave accounts of our lives* The
Mecca scheme failed to impress the Consul "My dear
chap/' he said, "to begin with you will not be allowed
to land at Jeddak"

With doleful feelings the explorers learnt that trains
for the Sudan interior only travelled twice a week;
the next one would steam off in two days' time, and
until then they were marooned by the shores of the Red
Sea.